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Itinerary
North Carolina State University
Hidden Treasures Botanical Tours

 February 2018
Day 1 (Thursday, Feb. 22nd):  
Arrival in Juan Santamaría International Airport. In the late afternoon, group orientation at the hotel.

Meals included:  dinner at the hotel.
Lodging:  Hotel Bougainvillea. 


Day 2 (Friday, Feb 23rd ):  
Morning drive to Cartago, visiting Irazú Volcano National Park.  Irazú is an active volcano, where the trail leads all the way to the rim of the crater.  Please be advised that the air will have a Sulphur scent, which although not overwhelming, is noticeable.
After this, drive to the valley of Orosí, visiting a local market.  Late afternoon arrival to the hotel.
Meals included:  Breakfast, lunch, dinner

Lodging : Hotel Río Perlas.
Recommendations:  Because of the altitude, Irazú can get cool and misty.  Please wear comfortable walking shoes and bring a light jacket or sweater.
Day 3 (Saturday, Feb 24th):  
This morning you will have some free time to enjoy the thermal water pools of the hotel.   After lunch, visit to Sólo Rosas, a private garden with over 500 species of roses from all over the world.  After this, drive back to San José, stopping at Mrs. Ileana Terán’s home for a visit to her private garden and coffee.
Meals included:  Breakfast, lunch, dinner

Lodging:  Hotel Bougainvillea. 


Day 4 (Sunday, Feb 25th):  
Today, drive up the mountains to the Waterfall Gardens for a walk in the beautiful garden and forest trails.

Late afternoon return to the hotel.
Meals included:  Breakfast, lunch, dinner

Lodging:  Hotel Bougainvillea. 


Day 5 (Monday, Feb 26th): 
Morning visit to Sibü Chocolate where Julio and George, the master chocolatiers will take you on a walk through history, telling you about the tradition and importance of chocolate in our country.  Cacao was so important that it was used as currency in pre-Columbian times.  They will also show you how to make chocolate in the traditional way, and you will get to sample some of their most delicious creations.

After this, drive to the Central Pacific Coast, stopping on the way at the Orchid Garden, where you will have lunch and enjoy a walk in the garden.

Afternoon arrival to the hotel.

Meals included:  breakfast, lunch, dinner

Lodging:  Hotel San Bada



Day 6 (Tuesday, Feb 27th) :  
Morning visit to Manuel Antonio National Park.  
Free afternoon to enjoy the beach or relax at the hotel.

Meals included:  breakfast, lunch, dinner

Lodging:  Hotel San Bada



Day 7 (Wednesday, Feb 28th):  
Morning visit to Villa Vanilla, for the Rainforest Spices tour, where you will experience de sight, tastes and scents of vanilla, cinnamon, pepper and other tropical spices, essential oils plants and a wide variety of ornamental plants.  After lunch, drive back to San José, where you will have some free time to enjoy the gardens of Hotel Bougainvillea and get ready for your flight back home.

Meals included:  Breakfast, lunch, dinner

Lodging:  Hotel Bougainvillea. 


Day 8 (Thursday, Mar 1st):  
Breakfast at the hotel, and transfer to the SJO international airport.

BUEN VIAJE !!!

 (Please check with your airline if airport tax was included in the ticket price.  If not, you need to pay it directly at the airport, $29 per person, payable in US Dollars or CR Colones.  We strongly advise to pay it cash, as the use of a credit card will be taken by your bank as a cash advance, thus generating a large commission)
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Let's protect our children and adolescents from sexual exploitation.
We support sustainable tourism and animal well-being.
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